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and therefore am reluctantly compelled to suggest the name 
of A. marianne, from its habitat, for this species. 


G. ACROCEPHALUS HQUINOCTIALIS, Lath. 

Sylvia equinoctralis, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii. p. 553. 

Latham’s description is :— 

“ S, fusco-testacea subtus alba, uropygio pallido, rectricibus 
fuscis obsoletis. 

“ Habitat in insula Christi natalis: magnitudine fere Fr. do- 
mestice : debili sed haud ingrataé voce cantans.” 

Although I cannot further trace the type of Latham’s de- 
scription (for, alas! it has not come under the care of Herr 
v. Pelzeln at Vienna), yet the diagnosis is so clear, and so 
manifestly distinct from that of any known species, that we 
may safely assume that this was the bird noticed by Dr. Streets 
on Christmas Island. He speaks of it as smaller than the 
other species, and as brown, in both which remarks he cor- 
roborates Latham. 

There can be no doubt that further research will bring 
several additional species of this group to light. Those of 
Washington and Christmas Islands have already been alluded 
to; and it is scarcely probable that the Marshall, Gilbert, 
Phoenix, and Ellice groups should be without representatives 
of a genus found in smaller islets on either side of them. 


~~ 


HI.— Notes on the Birds of Fanning Island, Pacific. 
By H. B. Tristram, F.R.S. 


I nave just received a small but most interesting collection 
of birds, made last year on Fanning Island by J. V. Arundel, 
Esq., who has most kindly placed them at my disposal. As 
this island does not appear to have been visited by any natu- 
ralist since its discovery in a.D. 1798, I think that a short cata- 
logue of its avifauna may not be without interest. 

In the ‘ American Naturalist’ for February 1877, Dr. T. H. 
Streets, U.S.N., gives a very careful account of the other 
islands of the group, but makes no mention of Fanning Island 
itself; nor does he in his paper, Bullet. U.S. Nat. Museum, 
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No. 7, 1877, p. 13. The island lies in lat. 2° 40' N., long. 

159° 20' W., N.E. of Christmas Jsland, about 1540 miles N.E. 

of Tahiti, and about the same distance N.W. of Samoa, and 

1260 miles due south of the Sandwich Islands. It is thus, 

with the atolls of Palmyra and Washington, which may be 

grouped with it, one of the most isolated peaks in Oceania. 
The birds obtained by Mr. Arundel were :— 


1. CORIPHILUS KUHLI. 

This most exquisitely beautiful Parrakeet is not uncommon 
here, and was found also on the neighbouring atoll of Wash- 
ington, but neither on Christmas Island nor anywhere else. 
Its true habitat was long a mystery ; and Bourjot’s specimen 
in the Paris Museum was the only one which bore the true 
locality till Dr. Strects discovered it on Washington Island. 
In the paper above referred to he gives a very interesting 
account of its habits. Finsch, when he wrote his ‘ Papa- 
geien, was ignorant of its true home; and very few speci- 
mens are known. I have for some time possessed one, which 
I received from Bora-bora; but it had evidently been a caged 
bird, as have been most of those received in Europe. 


2. ACROCEPHALUS PisTor, Tristr. 

As I have just described this very remarkable bird in 
another paper, I need only refer to my previous remarks. 
Mr. Arundel specially notes that he never saw the bird on 
any other island. 

Dr. Streets states that a Flycatcher-like bird was obtained 
on Washington Island, but the specimens were lost; and also 
that on Christmas Island he saw a bird “ like the Washington 
Flycatcher-like bird, but smaller, and somewhat browner,” 
and that it was the only land-bird there. Mr. Arundel did 
not obtain either of these. 


+3. CHARADRIUS FULVUS. 
In winter plumage. 


+4. NUMENIUS FEMORALIS, Peale. 


T5, TOTANUS INCANUS. 
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6. GYGIS CANDIDA. 

This Tern was breeding in considerable numbers, laying 
its single egg on the bare branches of a Pandanus tree, with- 
out any nest whatever. The eggs, though much smaller, are 
in shape and markings exactly like those of Anous stolidus. 
Found on nearly all the low islands. 


4 7. ANOUS MELANOGENYS. 

This Tern also Mr. Arundel states is found on nearly all the 
low islands. He has brought home a nest, which is a large, 
slovenly, but rather solid structure of stems, leaves, and 
fibrous roots in the fork of a Pandanus tree, about the size 
and depth of a Missel-Thrush’s nest. He did not succeed in 
finding the eggs. 


8. ANOUS CÆRULEUS, Bennett. 

This rare little Tern, which Mr. Arundel did not find breed- 
ing, was noticed also on most of the low islands, both north 
and south of the line. 


I1V.—On the Birds of the Pamir Range*. 
By N. A. SEVERTZOW. 


Tue fauna of the Pamir Range was studied, and zoological 
collections were made in it, by the author between the 24th 
October and the 6th November 1877, and between the 17th 
July and the 22nd September 1878. 

I unite with the fauna of the Pamir that of the Alai, 
especially the Upper Alai (Bash-Alai), which, geographi- 
cally speaking, is only a somewhat lower northern terrace of 
the Pamir. 

* This paper was originally written in Russian by M. Severtzow, and 
translated into English in Moscow. After revision in this state by the 
author it was sent to Mr. Seebohm, with a request that he would put it 
into a condition fit for publication in this Journal. At Mr. Seebohm’s 
request Captain Wardlaw Ramsay originally undertook this task, but, 
being unable to complete it from press of other matters, returned the paper 
unfinished to Mr. Seebohm, who has endeavoured to make it as perfect as 
possible, and has kindly supplied us with a certain number of editorial 
foot-notes. 


